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Block Club Basketball 

2007 Summer Report Narrative 
Minister Teresa Bakerx – Program Director 

 
Block Club Basketball was extremely successful this summer.  The summer league consisted of teams from 
eight different block clubs.  The block clubs included were Reed, Stevens, Fernhill, Prospect, Seventh, 
Interpark, Trinidad and The Fruit Belt Community.    
Block Club Basketball was used as a great tool for community outreach & job training.  During the summer 
there were two large community events.   
 
The first was our annual “Yard Sale Give-a-Way”.  In addition to giving furniture & appliances away free of 
charge, there was a health fair.  Catholic Health Systems came with the “Mission on the Move” health van and 
provided diabetes, cholesterol and blood pressure screening & education.  There were also several local 
business that participated by providing information & offering services.  Not only was the community 
educated but there was plenty of fun for the children and good food for everyone.   
 
Our second community event took place in August with the Trinidad Block Club.  There were several vendors 
providing information on their services.  There was also a basketball game, music, food, games and a bounce 
house for the children.  This event was 4 ½ hours long and it provided the adults and the children with an 
opportunity to come out and get to know each other in a safe setting.  A lot of the side items were provided by 
the community 
 
Our summer basketball league was a huge success.  We were able to take the league to eight neighborhoods.  
We were informed in the middle of the season that some of the teams came from neighborhoods that were 
rivals.  This league provided an avenue of communication and fellowship between the neighborhoods.  There 
were no incidents of violence on any of the blocks we played on during the summer.  Some of the 
relationships built have crossed that barrier of neighborhood territory and there is now a dialog of respect.  
 
Block Club Basketball is more than just a basketball league, as you can see; it is also a platform to build 
relationships and to unify our communities and city. 
 
Even though the summer has ended, Urban Christian Ministries is committed to the youth and the 
communities we reached.  We are establishing a once a month fellowship with the team members so that we 
don’t lose contact with them.  More importantly, they don’t lose contact with each other and they can continue 
to help improve the climate of our streets through relationship building, trust and respect for themselves and 
each other. 

     
  


